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Borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon. 


6,  PAYTON  STREET, 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, 

JANUARY,  1903. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OK  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN,  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


Mr.  Mayor,  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  I  have  made  the  following  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1902,  and  have  the  honour  to 
submit  the  same  to  your  Council. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  will  be  found  on  the 
lowest  line  of  Table  I,  and,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference 
to  this,  the  results  for  1902  are  (the  birth-rate  excepted) 
superior  to  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  nett  death-rate  was  extremely  low  (13  9), 
and  the  death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  also 
very  satisfactory.  A  reference  to  Table  IV  shows  that  some 
of  the  diseases  most  fatal  to  infants,  notably  diarrhoea,  did 
not  account  for  a  single  death. 


Table  I.  BOROUGH  OF  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  [For  Whole  District]. 
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Table  II. 


Borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon. 


This  Table  is  omitted  in  the  absence  of  recognised  divisions 
of  known  populations. 


Table  III.  BOROUGH  OF  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1902. 
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Table  IV. 
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Borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  &  membranous  croup 
Croup 

/  Typhus 
Fever  Enteric 

l  Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respirator 

Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  &  accidents  of  parti 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 


All  causes 


Dkaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 
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TABLE  III. 

Small-pox.  A  case  of  small-pox  was  notified  in  December,  the 
patient  being  a  tramp  who  arrived  from  Coventry  on  December  25th, 
and  was  in  the  papular  stage  of  the  disease  on  Dec.  26th.  Allowing 
twelve  days  for  incubation,  and  three  days  for  him  to  get  to  the  stage 
he  had  arrived  at  when  he  reached  Stratford,  I  find  that  he  was 
presumably  infected  at  Monmouth  or  Aberdore.  To  those  who  are  of 
the  opinion  that  isolation  of  small-pox  and  improved  sanitation  supersede 
the  necessity  for  universal  vaccination  (and  re-vaccination),  I  would 
recommend  the  consideration  of  such  cases  as  this  :  In  my  limited 
experience  of  small-pox  this  is  the  second  time  in  ten  years  where  I 
have  encountered  men  with  the  disease  upon  them  going  about  at  large. 

If  the  tramp  population  are  entitled  at  all  to  use  any  option  in  the 
question  as  to  universal  vaccination  of  them,  a  means  of  inducing  them 
to  submit  to  it  might  be  to  give  to  every  one  vaccinated  a  ticket  which 
would  exempt  him  from  doing  any  work  for  a  stated  period. 

Diphtheria.  The  only  case  notified  was  that  of  a  child  who 
apparently  developed  the  disease  subsequent  to  an  attack  of  scarlet 
fever  at  his  house,  and  died. 

Erysipelas.  One  case  was  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  was  in 
excess  of  the  average.  Many  of  them  attended  the  National  Schools. 
All  but  two  were  sent  to  Hospital. 

In  the  Report  to  the  Joint  Hospitals  Committee  some  remarks  will 
be  found  on  this  subject. 

Enteric  Fever.  Two  cases  were  notified.  One  was  a  patient 
sent  in  to  Hospital  from  Chipping  Campden  and  consequently  not 
associated  in  any  way  with  the  Borough.  The  other,  no  doubt,  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease  when  absent  from  home,  as  he  had  been  away  for 
weeks  prior  to  becoming  ill.  He  had  partaken  of  oysters  during  his 
absence. 
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Chicken-pox  was  made  notifiable  on  April  ist,  1902,  and  22  cases 
were  notified  in  the  subsequent  nine  months,  at  an  expense  of  £2  15s. 


SCHOOLS. 

No  Schools  have  been  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of 
prevalence  of  infectious  diseases. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

I  am  informed  by  your  Surveyor  that  in  the  course  of  the  year 
there  have  been  36  new  connections  made  with  the  mains  of  the  town, 
and  at  the  present  time  there  is  a  total  of  815  connections  embracing 
1,440  supplies. 

The  quarterly  analysis  of  the  town  water  reveals  a  satisfactory 
candition  of  affairs. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 
The  most  defective  property  in  the  Borough  is  to  be  found  at  Shottery, 
where  some  of  the  oldest  cottages  are  below  a  fair  standard.  The 
cottage  property  in  Shottery  is  however  spread  out  widely,  with  plenty 
of  open  spaces  intervening,  and  consequently  is  on  a  different  footing  as 
compared  with  cottages  crowded  together  in  narrow  streets. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Your  Council  having  decided  to  abandon  the  use  of  the  present 
Sewage  Farm  and  adopt  some  form  of  Bacterial  treatment,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  comment  on  the  fact,  well  known  to  you,  that 
the  present  system  has  become  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  purification 
of  the  town  sewage* 

From  what  I  have  seen  in  places  that  have  adopted  Bacteria  tanks, 
such  as  Sutton,  Lichfield,  Pelsall,  and  others,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  a  far  sighted  and  wise  policy  not  to  consider  how 
near  such  w’orks  can  be  placed  with  safety  to  occupied  dwellings,  but  to 
go  as  far  afield  as  possible,  if  this  can  be  done  with  reasonable  expense. 


IO 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  1901  Act,  a  Register 
of  the  workshops,  factories,  and  bakehouses  is  being  prepared,  and  due 
inspection,  as  required,  is  carried  out. 


VACCINATION. 

For  returns  on  this  for  the  whole  Union  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  see 
appendix. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  THOMSON,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  RURAL 
DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

/Ifcebical  ©fficer  of  Ibealtb 


FOR  THE 


Stratford-upon-Avon  Rural  District , 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1902,  «► 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OK  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  oi  the  Local  Government 
Board  I  have  drawn  up  the  following  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
District  for  the  past  year  (1902),  and  have  the  honour  to  submit  the 
same  to  your  Council. 

An  inspection  of  Table  I  affords  a  condensed  view  of  the  statistics 
for  the  past  ten  years,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  birth¬ 
rate  for  the  district  has  been  237,  and  the  death-rate  15-7  per  1,000 
inhabitants;  and  the  infantile  death-rate  was  101-9  Per  i>ooo  births. 

For  the  past  year  the  mortality  rates  are  very  low,  from  which  it 
wonld  appear  that  a  cool  and  wet  summer,  with  absence  of  severe  frosts 
in  the  winter  months,  has  a  favourable  influence  on  these. 


Table  I.  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  [For  Whole  District]. 
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Table  II. 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1902  and  previous  years. 


Names  of  Localities  and  Year. 

Population 
estimated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Stratford-on-Avon  Registration  Sub-District  1901 

1290 

37 

9 

2 

1902 

1290 

36 

17 

3 

Wellesbourne  Registration  Sub-District  1901 

5307 

122 

77 

7 

1902 

5307 

92 

74 

7 

Wootton  Wawen  Registration  Sub-District  1901 

3992 

91 

77 

13 

1902 

3992 

67 

56 

6 

Table  III.  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1902. 
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Membranous  Croup 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  : — JOINT  (INFECTIOUS)  HOSPITAL,  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 


Table  IV. 
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Stratford-upon-Avon  Rural  District. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 
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TABLE  III. 

Diphtheria.  Five  cases  were  notified.  Two  from  Henley-in- 
Arden,  two  from  Ashorne  and  one  from  Bickmarsh.  None  of  the  cases 
were  markedly  severe,  and  no  deaths  occurred.  It  was  noticeable  that 
the  Ashorne  cases  occurred  in  a  village  subsequent  to  scarlet  fever  being 
epidemic.  There  is  comparatively  little  diphtheria  in  your  district, 
there  might  be  much  more  if  scarlet  fevet  cases  were  nursed  at  home,  as 
the  one  disease  is  frequently  a  forerunner  of  the  other. 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  has  been  an  excessive  amount  of  this 
disease  in  the  district,  notably  from  the  parishes  of  Ashorne,  Kineton, 
and  Wellesbourne.  At  Ashorne,  where  there  is  much  inferior  cottage 
property  crowded  together,  and  where  there  is  a  large  child  population, 
attempts  at  limiting  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  prompt  removal  to 
Hospital  proved  utterly  inadequate. 

At  Kineton  the  closing  of  Schools  and  removal  of  cases  to  Hospital 
apparently  were  most  efficacious  in  preventing  a  general  outbreak.  At 
Wellesbourne  the  disease,  though  it  has  cropped  up  from  time  to  time 
in  recent  years,  never  seems  to  gain  foothold. 

Enteric  Fever  has  been  entirely  absent  from  the  district  in  1902. 

Influenza  was  the  cause  of  three  deaths. 

Chicken-Pox  was  notifiable  for  nine  months  of  the  year,  and  I 
think  it  is  advisable  to  continue  this  as  long  as  small-pox  is  prevalent. 
Considering  that  the  number  of  cases  of  chicken-pox  is  the  average 
amount,  the  annual  cost  of  including  this  disease  as  notifiable  is  about 
^5  per  annum. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  question  of  the  efficient  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of 
Wellesbourne  Hastings  and  Wellesbourne  Mountford  is  in  abeyance  on 
account  of  difficulties  arising  as  to  the  site  of  disposal.  It  is  however, 
very  clear  that  the  natural  fall  of  the  land  being  that  of  the  brook  which 
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runs  between  the  two  parishes,  the  disposal  must  take  place  in  that 
direction.  There  is  but  one  really  economic  plan  of  dealing  with  such 
matter,  and  that  is  to  avoid  having  more  than  one  scheme  of  procedure 
in  hand  at  a  time.  The  consideration  of  alternative  schemes,  as  far  as 
my  experience  goes,  generally  means  that  there  is  really  only  one  scheme 
after  all  which  it  would  be  possible  to  carry  out  on  a  loan  spread  over  a 
term  of  years. 

The  Kineton  Sewage  Disposal  Works  remain  as  reported  in  my 
Report  for  1901. 

At  Snitterfield  the  “  Bacteria  Tank  ”  has  done  away  with  the 
nuisance  formerly  arising  from  the  unpurified  sewage  being  discharged 
into  a  ditch. 

At  Ashorne  the  doing  away  with  the  discharge  of  sewage  through 
an  open  ditch  has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  puhlic  water  supplies  of  Alveston,  Kineton,  Henley-in-Arden, 
and  Ullenhall  have  given  satisfactory  analyses  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
Ullenhall  water  is  still  liable  to  become  very  cloudy  in  wet  weather. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT. 
No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Due  attention  is  given  to  the  sanitation  of  such  places  as  come 
within  the  scope  of  this  Act. 


VACCINATION. 

The  returns  for  the  Union  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  which  include 
your  District,  are  given  in  the  Appendix  of  this  Report. 
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As  far  as  my  limited  experience  goes — for  as  a  Public  Vaccinator  I 
am  in  a  position  to  see  something  of  the  matter — I  think  the  last  Act 
well  adapted  for  its  purpose.  The  “conscientious  objector”  exists,  and 
will  exist  for  vaccination  and  for  everything  else  on  which  the  bulk  of 
humanity  hold  opposite  views,  and  the  Act  deals  with  him  in  what  is 
probably  the  only  way  possible.  I  think  in  the  course  of  years  he  will 
be  less  heard  of,  unless  some  further  change  in  the  law  of  vaccination 
furnishes  cause  to  those  opposed  to  vaccination  to  think  that  legislation 
on  the  matter  has  no  finality. 


I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


ARTHUR  THOMSON,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 
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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisance’s 
Department  during  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1902. 


SANITARY  WORK. 

Inspections  and 

Observations  made. 

Formal  Notices 

by  Authority. 

Nuisances  Abated 

after  Notice. 

(  Foul  Conditions 

15 

II 

14 

Dwelling  Houses  |  Structural  Defects 

— 

36 

29 

36 

and  Schools.  1  Overcrowding 

— 

VUnfit  for  Habitation 

— 

Lodging  Houses 

— 

Inspe 

cted  Reg 

ularly 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

— 

>  > 

Cow  Sheds 

— 

>  » 

Bakehouses 

— 

>  i 

Slaughter-houses 

— 

»  1 

Canal  Boats 

— 

9 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

— 

54 

43 

53 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

5 

5 

5 

Water-Closets 

— 

5 

5 

5 

f  Defective  Traps 

— 

12 

1 1 

12 

House  Drainage  ■!  No  Disconnection 

— 

17 

18 

17 

f  Other  Faults 

— 

35 

33 

35 

Water  Supply 

— 

22 

22 

22 

Pigsties 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept 

— 

I 

1 

I 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

2 

2 

2 

Totals 

— 

213 

180 

202 

Nos. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  F'ood 

— 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

— 

,,  „  found  Adulterated 

— 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

— 

8 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for 

use 

4 
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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  URBAN  SANITARY 

AUTHORITY. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisance’s 
Department  during  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1902. 


SANITARY  WORK. 

Inspections  and 
Observations  made. 

Formal  Notices 

by  Authority. 

Nuisances  Abated 

after  Notice. 

/"Foul  Conditions 

8 

8 

9 

Dwelling  Houses  |  Structural  Defects 

— 

10 

13 

14 

and  Schools.  "1  Overcrowding 

— 

I 

I 

(Unfit  for  Habitation 

— 

Lodging  Houses 

— 

Inspe 

cted  Reg 

ularly 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

— 

»  » 

Cow  Sheds 

— 

?  > 

Bakehouses 

— 

J  » 

Slaughter-houses 

— 

»  » 

Canal  Boats 

— 

5 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

— 

6 

l6 

18 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

13 

9 

9 

Water-  Closets 

— 

17 

30 

32 

f  Defective  Traps 

— 

16 

21 

21 

House  Drainage  <  No  Disconnection 

— 

IO 

18 

13 

(Other  Faults 

— 

21 

21 

24 

Water  Supply 

— 

I  I 

10 

12 

Pigsties 

— 

I 

Animals  improperly  kept 

— 

6 

6 

6 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

2 

4 

4 

Totals 

— 

125 

157 

164 

Nos. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

— 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

— 

„  ,,  found  Adulterated 

— 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

— 

7 

,,  „  condemned  as  unfit  for 

use 

4 

